
Rotary Club of 
Apia 
The 2019 Measles Epidemic Response 



What Happened 

• Outbreak began September 2019  

• 5700+ cases (over 3% of 
total Samoa population 
affected) 

• 83 official reported deaths 
resulting from measles 

• State of Emergency declared 15th 
November – 29th December 2019 

• An estimated 34% of the total 
population vaccinated in 2018  



RCOA Response – Phase 1: First Responders 
 Working Directly with the Ministry of Health 

• Provided 18 foldable beds + mattresses 
• Provided 4 beds in response to an urgent emergency call out from 

the hospital  
• 3 adult wheel chairs, 6 paeds wheel chairs, 16 bedside drawers 
• 10 bed bases + 10 mattress to Leulumoega District Hospital 
• 6 Baby Cots + mattresses for ICU 
• 10 custom built hospital 2m x 3m partitions   
• Sourced & locally manufactured 50 x custom built bed bases & 

mattresses to hospital specifications 
• 72 Kidney Dishes   
• Distributed medical consumables to Savaii hospital and district 

clinics 
  





Working directly with National Emergency Operations Centre (NEOC) 
• 2 rolls of disposable bed sheets + 100 bed sheets for Fire & 

Emergency Services (FESA) Ambulances 
• 4 pallets of 1ltr water bottles for the mixing of vaccines 
• 31 x 112ltr storage containers for field teams for the 2 day country 

wide vaccination initiative 
• 30 Baby Bathtubs for the main hospital 
• 3 urns + 2 bed pans 
• 45 boxes of medical consumables for Hospitals 
• 2 pallets of medical consumables for Red Cross 





RCOA Response: Phase 2 – Bereavement Support 

• Rotary Care Packs 
• $300 Cash 
• $200 Food vouchers 
• Basic Necessities incl. food items, nappies 

• Distribution to 150 families who had children die and/ or 
affected from measles 
• Savaii – 5 official deaths 
• Upolu – 78 official deaths 





RCOA 
Response: 
Phase 3 – 
Community 
Outreach  

This is an on-going community outreach for all 
those affected  

Funds to be earmarked to help combat the long 
term effects of measles on those who suffered.   
 

Concentrating 
efforts on: 

Ear Infections and 
hearing loss 

Working with Audiologist teams 
eg: RC of Carlingford, who are sending a team in 
March 2020 to assess childrens hearing  



Distribution to community support groups 

• Samoa Victims Support Group (SVSG) 

• St Vincent de Paul 

• Goshen Trust – Mental health facility for adolescents  

• Mapuifagalele Home for the Elderly 

• Sinaupualofa Foundation Trust & Kindergartens 

• 15 Kindergartens 

• …and many more 





Total Response Efforts: 
Cash and In-Kind $220,000 + 
 
Total Rotarian Volunteer Hours: 1,000+ 

With heartfelt gratitude and sincere appreciation to 

- RNZWCS and all Rotary Clubs who contributed through them 

- The New Zealand Government, the NZ High Commission in Samoa 

- The local communities & business partners in New Zealand 

 

Fa’afetai, Fa’afetai, Fa’afetai Tele Lava 
 


